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NU likely to tighten
1p on next govt
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Islamic mass organization
Nahdlatul Ulama .(NU) has had
a major influence on politics and
government since its founding in
1926, but the results of the 2019
presidential election might have
put it in a stronger position of
power than ever before.

NU, which claims to have over
60 million members, making it
the largest Muslim organization
in Indonesia, publicly backed
President Joko “Jokowi” Wido-
do’s reelection bid, and managed
to place senior NU cleric Ma'ruf
Amin in the hotly contested vice-
presidential slot.

With Jokowi all but certain to
secure a second term, experts and
analysts predict that the organiza-
tion is set to dominate the political
scene more than it ever has before.

“It looks like NU’s decision
back Jokowi has pald off” In
nesia Political Review mzth'e
 director Ujang Komarudin told

The Jakarta Post on Monday.

“While the official election re-
sults will only be announced next
week, reputable quick counts and
regional General Elections Com-
mission (KPU) vote recapitula-
tions show that Jokowi-Ma'ruf’s
apparent victory was fueled large-
ly by overwhelming wins in Cen-
tral and East Java, which are con-
sidered NU strongholds.

Quick counts and the KPU's
ongoing vote counts show that
Jokowi is set to beat Gerindra
Party chairman Prabowo Subian-
to by a margin of around 10 to 12
percent, higher than the 6.3 per-
cent lead he had in 2014.

Despite the higher margin,
the incumbént's votes were con-
rontrated i 9 fever numboar of

Experts attribute Jokowi’s
significant victories in
East, Central Java to NU
support

NU-affiliated figures
expected to fill more
strategic posts

around 774 percent of the votes
in Central Java and 65.7 percent
of the votes in East Java, improv-
ing significantly on the 66.7 per-
cent and 53.2 percent he got in
those provinces last time around.

“Exit polling by Jakarta-based
pollster Indikator Politik Indo-
nesia also indicated that the NUs

support may have made the dif-
ference — 56 percent of respon-

dents who were affiliated with NU

said that they voted for Jokowi,
cnmpared with only 42.2 percent
in 2014.

Ujang, wim himself was edu-
ic bnnrding school)
said that the s:ip;m-f of the

leaderﬂﬁpwmﬂdhmhad agreat

“In NU pesantren, there’s a
culture of sami'na wa atho’n
‘we listen and we obey,™ he sail:l.
“So the instructions of kyai [Is-
lamic teachers] will have helped
increase the support for Jokowi,
particularly in East Java.”

Kuskridho Ambardi, the exec-

utive director of the Indonesian

Survey Institute (LSI), agreed.

“In East Java, where NU is

stronger and more militant, the
NU and National Awakening Par-
ty support really helped Jokowi
as many NU kyai gave their back-
ing,” he told the Post. “In Central

Java, many NU voters also cast
thair hallante fear Talousn VB aiiah

NU, which was formerly a polit-
ical party during then-president
Sukarno’s reign, was sidelined
during his successor Socharto’s
New Order regime and many of
its leaders have long bemoaned
its lack of formal political power.

In the lead up to this year’s
elections, NU chairman Said Agil
Siradj often repeated the refrain
that while NU was ashabul hag,
“the owners of truth”, it had yet to
become ashabul goror, “the own-
ers of policy™.

" “If we want to be ashabul hag
and ashabul goror, we have to win
[elections],” he said in a speech
at the Jakarta Islamic Center
in January.

Azis Anwar Fachrudin, a re-
searcher at the Center for Reli-
gious and Cross-cultural Studies
(CRCS) at Gadjah Mada Univer-
sity, said that Jokowi had actual-
ly helped increase NU's influence
since he was first elected in 2014.

“Jokowi’s first Cabinet had six
NU-affiliated ministers, more
than any other Cabinet in Indo-
nesia’s history,” he told the Post.
“But NU might expect even more
given that it basically secured
Jokowi's victory.”

Azis and Kuskridho also sa]d
that NU might also seek to imple-
ment policies that divert more
public funds to its pesantren.

“NU will likely push for paoli-
cies that reaffirm NU’s cultural
and educational bases,” Kuskrid-
ho said. i

Azis added that NU would also
focus on protecting its brand of
moderate, traditionalist and na-
tionalist Islam against increas-
ingly popular rivals, as repre-
sented by the conservative 212
movement.
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