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Abstract

Introducing regional culture to the younger generation which is carried out on chil-
dren from an early age is one way to protect Indonesian culture so that it is not 
eroded by the times. This study aims to determine how parents introduce their local 
culture to children aged 4-6 years. The method is using qualitative. The research 
subject is determined using the technique of  purposive sampling in which subjects 
are selected based on criteria families with children aged 4-6 years, living in RT 
08 RW 08 and willing to become respondents. Based on criteria is obtained sub-
ject as many as 10 people. Data collection was carried out by in-depth interview 
method using a questionnaire distributed to parents. This is done because physical 
and social distancing is still being applied . Data analysis was performed using the 
Miles and Huberman model, which includes data reduction, data display, and data 
verification. Presentation of  data is  by displaying tables, diagrams, and narratives 
to strengthen understanding. The results showed that the local culture introduced 
by parents was regional food, folk songs, and regional games. The local culture is 
introduced by the way of  cook of  regional foods to eat with the family, sing folk 
songs with the children, as well as watch a video games area via youtube. Parents 
obtained information from YouTube and reading books available in Village of  Lit-
eracy to overcome the limited knowledge and memories of  parents regarding their 
local culture. Recommendations are given to the RT, RW, and villages that should 
be improve number of  local cultural references related books that can be used par-
ents and children as a source of  information to know local culture, as well as for the 
implementation of  literacy programs in the area Jatipulo performing well. 
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include: 1). To raise awareness about the 
importance of  culture as a national iden-
tity; 2). To help preserve the culture by 
way of  participating in the preservation 
and implementation, and 3). To learn, 
participate, and socialize with the other 
so that they are interested in maintaining, 
preserve, or even defend it.

Some efforts to introduce local cul-
ture to children of  an early age have been 
carried out only by the schoolteachers. 
There is no parental effort in this regard. 
One study about it is a study entitled the 
role of  traditional games in the children’s 
learning age of  early (Studies in the ECD 
Geger Sunten, Village Suntenjaya), who 
then suggested an attempt to reintroduce 
the parents in traditional games (Nurha-
yati, 2012).

The lack of  study on parents’ role in 
introducing local culture to children aged 
4-6 years made the researchers examin-
ed this area. This study aims to obtain 
an overview of  the culture introduced to 
children aged 4-6 years who do parents 
in Kampung Literacy, Jatipulo, Central 
Jakarta, which is the only area in Central 
Jakarta that has a Literacy program for 
its citizens.

Jatipulo Literacy Village, West 
Jakarta, is one of  the areas in Jatipulo, 
Palmerah sub-district, which is unique 
compared to other sub-districts. The 
emergence of  the Literacy Village was 
the idea of    the Jatipulo village head 
who wants the citizens to be literate and 
have good character. Raising awareness 
of  literacy and character building is ac-
tually the task of  family to carry out its 
functions, namely the function of  socia-
lization and education, which then also 
related to religious functions and socio-
cultural functions.

INTRODUCTION 

Indonesia has a variety of  cultures origina-
ting from various regions. We should recognize 
this diversity as a characteristic of  the nation. The 
diversity should be introduced to children from 
an early age. According to experts, introducing 
culture to children from an early age is particu-
larly important. When children get to know the 
culture of  their nation, they are expected to face 
social conflicts due to differences as early as pos-
sible. Also, the introduction of  national culture 
to children at early ages could encourage them 
not to be susceptible to anything that could divi-
de the nation. At the same time, fostering a more 
respectful, sympathetic, and empathetic attitude 
towards all the differences around them (Magh-
riefie, 2019).

 In general, the word “culture” 
comes from the Sanskrit word buddha-
yah, which is the plural form of  budd-
hi (mind or mind). According to Taylor ( 
in Horton & Chester, 1996, p. 58), cultu-
re is the whole of  knowledge, belief, art, 
morals, law, customs, and all other abi-
lities and habits acquired by a person as 
a member of  society. Danesi (2010: 49) 
writes that it will be challenging to sur-
vive without human culture. In Ki Ha-
jar Dewantara’s view, national culture is 
“the pinnacle of  regional culture, “so it 
can be interpreted that national culture 
exists because of  local culture. For the 
Indonesian people to continue to have 
a national culture, the regional culture 
must be preserved. However, according 
to Malinowski (in Mulyana, 2005: 21), 
the higher and active culture will affect 
the lower culture and passively through 
cultural contacts. To overcome this, we 
should understand that the necessary 
awareness will be the local culture’s im-
portance as their national identity—an 
obligation for every level of  society to de-
fend it. Nahak (2019) writes that efforts 
that can be made to preserve local culture 



Rohita et al. / Indonesian Journal of  Early Childhood Education Studies 10 (1) (2021)

22

children aged 4-6 years. The subjects of  this study 
are parents who 

have children aged 4-6 years, live in Rt 008 
Rw 08 the Village of  Literacy, Jatipulo, West Ja-
karta, and are willing to become research respon-
dents. 

The method used  technique of  purpo-
sive sampling with 10 subject respondents, who 
meets the criteria of  the respondents, the first one 
is parents who have children aged 4-6 years and 
the second is willing to participate in the survey 
interview. The Jatipulo was the location chosen 
because it is an area that has a literacy program, 
it is called the Village of  Literacy. Data collection 
was carried out by in-depth interviews with res-
pondents, namely family and community leaders 
and the chairman of  Rt 08. Data analysis used 
the Miles and Huberman model, which includes 
data reduction, data display, and data verificati-
on. Presentation and description of  the data is 
showed by displaying tables, diagrams, and nar-
ratives to strengthen the understanding.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The Village of  Literacy-Jatipulo is dense-
ly populated residential. It is in the RT 008 RW 
08, Jatipulo, West Jakarta. The people who live 
in Jatipulo, the Village of  Literacy, come from 
various regional tribes (picture 2). Likewise, the 
length of  their stay at that location. All respon-
dents have lived for 4 - 45 years. It indicates that 
as immigrants, they have integrated with life in 
the Jatipulo area and have carried out all the ru-
les, values, and may have mingled with the place’s 
indigenous culture. The data from the level of  pa-
rental education show that for the father catego-
ry, 8 people graduated from high school or the 
equivalent, 4 people graduated from junior high 
school, 2 people graduated from Diploma Col-
lege, and 1 graduated from elementary school. 
While in the mother category, 4 people graduated 
from junior high school, 3 people graduated from 
high school or the equivalent, 2 people graduated 
from Diploma College, and 1 person graduated 
from elementary school. The fathers work as an 
employee, laborer, entrepreneur, online driver, 
security, and trader with equal distribution based 
on the occupation.

Meanwhile, 7 people work at home as hou-
sewives, 2 as entrepreneurs, and 1 as an emplo-
yee for the mothers. Previous study Rohita et al. 
(2020) showed that parents’ social demography 
background (i.e., education and jobs) is not sig-
nificantly different in implementing their religio-
us function. However, it seems like the same as 

Figure1. Reading box in the Village of  Literacy, 
Jatipulo, Central Jakarta

METHOD

The research method is the qualitative ap-
proach, based on a natural phenomenon backg-
round. Human as a research tool, performs in-
ductive data analysis, and more concerned with 
the process than the research results agreed upon 
by the researcher and the research subject (Mo-
leong, 2017). Using this qualitative method is 
to describe, summarize various conditions, si-
tuations, or social reality. The phenomena exist 
in a society are also the objects of  research, and 
attempt to draw that reality to the surface as a 
characteristic, character, trait, model, sign., or a 
description of  certain conditions, situations, or 
phenomena (Bungin, 2011), regarding the intro-
duction of  regional culture by parents to their 
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rance, mutual respect, cooperation, courtesy, to-
getherness, truth, and honesty, not forgetting the 
culture passed down by our ancestors. Regarding 
the importance of  carrying out socio-cultural fun-
ctions, they explained that the family is the first 
place to start. The children or family members 
can adapt to a broader environment; the cultural 
area was obliged to understand our cultures better 
and maintain socio-culture. While the other 6 did 
not provide answers to the definition of  socio-cul-
tural functions, 5 others did not provide answers 
regarding the importance of  carrying out socio-
cultural functions. As immigrants who have an 
extended stay, they also know the village’s cul-
ture, including ondel-ondel, dance, lenong, and 
Pencaksilat, and knowing the rules or values   that 
apply to all residents. In the Village of  Literacy, 
among them are kinship and togetherness that 
are always maintained; active work, cooperati-
on, care, and tolerance; the environment is neat, 
clean, safe, and well-mannered.

Introducing the social and cultural life that 
applies in   residence is the obligation of  parents to 
understand what the community expects so that 
children can adapt and interact with that environ-
ment. It is also the same as Marsudi (2016) exp-
lained that the family is responsible for instilling 
noble values   in society, nation, and state. Among 
them are tolerance and mutual respect, coopera-
tion, togetherness, and harmony, caring, and love 
for the country (nationalism).

Regarding the introduction of  regional cul-
ture, the ten respondents introduced local food, 

the way of  implementing social culture through 
children.

Figure 2. The respondent›s area of origin

Introducing culture is part of  the imple-
mentation of  family functions, namely social and 
cultural functions. The family should introduce 
local cultures, both the parent’s area of    origin 
and local culture in Indonesia, and their social 
environment. This activity aims to make children 
know the area’s culture to hope to maintain the 
local culture. In line with Suarmini (2016) argues 
that every family is expected to foster children’s 
awareness, later in developing the nation’s cultu-
ral values   as a strength in every aspect of  natio-
nal development. This awareness can be built by 
introducing children at home, from an early age 
to the local culture.

The results of  interviews through ques-
tionnaires filled by five respondents show that 
the socio-cultural family’s function will embrace 
the love of  the homeland; giving the knowledge 
about the family background; implement the nob-
le values in the activities of  the society, nation, 
and religion. Moreover, the results also show tole-

Table 1. Local culture respondents introduce to children

No. Father Mother Local Food Folk Songs
T r a d i t i o n a l 
Games

1 Ambon Ambon
Papeda, Ikan asap, sam-
bal colo-colo

Ayamhitamtelurnya-
putih, burungkakaktua

Domikado

2 Sunda Sunda
Dodol, kuebugis, pepes, 
lalapan

Bubuybulan
Congklak, karet, 
gala asin

3 Jakarta Jakarta

Nasi uduk, Bubur AC, 
semur, pecak ikan, pin-
dangbandeng, mani-
sankolangkaling, akarke-
lapa, ketoprak, soto, bir

Jali-jali, ondel-ondel, 
kicir-kicir

4 Bukit Tinggi Minangkabau Rendang

5 Brebes Brebes
Ubi rebus, dan singkong 
rebus

Prahu layar GobakSodor

6 Jakarta Jakarta Gado-gado Ondel-ondel PetakUmpet

7 Jakarta Sunda Gado-gado, Lotek Ondel-ondel Petakumpet

8 Jakarta Jakarta Lotek Kicir-kicir Lompattali

9 Jakarta Bandung Seblak

10 Jakarta Cirebon Ketupat sayur Laguondel-ondel
Permainanon-
del-ondel
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introducing local culture to children. It is essential 
to introduce Indonesian culture to the children. 
Rita (2018) also expressed that introducing cul-
ture is essential. It should start from a child aged 
pre-maturely because the children’s development 
can be fulfilled to the maximum. Aspects that de-
velop in cultural learning are moral and religious, 
cognitive, language, gross and fine motor skills, 
social and emotional, and art. Inline with Qurroti 
(2019), the early cultural introduction also plays a 
role in educating children about cultural diversity 
that must be respected so that the nation’s cultural 
norms and values   can be passed on to the next ge-
neration. In addition, the cultural values   applied 
also aim to shape children’s behavior to conform 
to the norms prevailing in society (Siregar & Na-
diroh, 2016).

In addition to utilizing youtube to address 
the lack of  knowledge and understanding of  local 
cultural respondents about reading books availab-
le in the village of  literacy - Jatipulo also is a sour-
ce of  information for respondents to recall their 
original culture to introduce it to their children.

Fig 3. Availability of  cultural literature in the Vil-
lage of  Literacy -Jatipulo

Figure 3 shows that the books available are 
history books, local storybooks, Jakarta culture, 
and comics in a larger number. The reference 
book can be accessed every Monday for residents 
to read in the space provided. The existence of  
reading books, of  course, can also be used by 
parents as a medium in introducing social and 
cultural values   to children through storytelling 
activities. Ramdhani, et al (2019) wrote that 
storytelling activities using folklore were able to 
instill character values, including responsibility, 
independence, honesty, religion, and cooperati-
on. Although the availability is still inadequate, 
parents can benefit from the existing books. So 
that through these activities, not only children 
who have knowledge but parents also gain addi-
tional insight into the existing culture.

However, looking at the type, reference 
books are still needed in various regions’ cultures 
so that immigrants do not forget the region and 
culture. It is necessary to increase respondents’ 

folk songs, and traditional games presented in ta-
bular form.

 Based on table 1, the respondents intro-
duced the regional culture from the area of    his 
father or mother or both. If  the father and mot-
her come from the same tribe, then the culture 
of  the area is introduced to the child, and if  the 
father and mother come from different tribes, 
then chances are the child will know the culture 
of  the two tribes or only one tribe. This result may 
occur because the father or the mother has not 
given food, song, or a game of  what the speci-
fic area. Regarding the introduction of  regional 
food, all respondents were able to mention food 
originating from their area well, considering that 
local food is often served at various events, espe-
cially religious holidays. The introduction of  the 
regional food does parents with how to cook for 
the family consumed. Even though there were 
respondents who could not cook, they still tried 
to introduce local food so that the children knew 
the name of  the food and the shape and taste of  
the food. The work done by the respondent is to 
look at the video from YouTube, trying to put it 
into practice.

Respondents also introduced folk songs as 
a form of  cultural preservation. Of  the 10 respon-
dents, 8 were able to mention songs that came 
from their area. Only 2 could not remember and 
mention it. The folk songs taught parents a way 
to sing with the children, using a mobile phone, 
providing a book of  songs, and using YouTube. 
In addition to folk songs, they also introduce re-
gional games. There are not as many traditional 
games as they used to be to forget about them. 
But respondents said that they searched for by 
watching videos from YouTube. Based on table 
1, 3 respondents cannot mention the game from 
which they belong. YouTube is an effective me-
dium in conveying messages and information 
about various and providing benefits to many 
people. This result in line with research con-
ducted by Khoriyah and Saripah (2018) stated 
that in preschool children, the use of  YouTube 
could positively impact where the stimulation 
contained in it can increase attention and con-
centration, curiosity, memory, and imagination 
creativity, and language. Palupi (2020) also stated 
that YouTube could improve intellectual, emotio-
nal, spiritual, and social intelligence skills.

On the other hand, respondents also feel 
that they do not have sufficient understanding 
and knowledge of  their respective regional cul-
tures, considering that 80% of  their educational 
backgrounds are high school graduates or equiva-
lent. However, this result is not an excuse for not 



25

Rohita et al.  / Indonesian Journal of  Early Childhood Education Studies 10 (1) (2021)

knowledge so that respondents can provide cor-
rect information to their children, and efforts 
to preserve local culture through information 
transfer can occur optimally. Rohita (2020) wro-
te that the knowledge that parents have impacts 
the success of  the stimulus given. Moreover, as 
stated in Rohita et al. (2018), that the suggestion 
to parents while implementing and teaching their 
children about religion should have appropriate 
knowledge and free proportion of  time to spend 
with children, this also in line to be suggested to 
how to implement the social culture functions in 
family effectively.

Supporting this statement, Handayani 
(2013) found a significant relationship between 
the level of  parental knowledge about verbal 
stimulation with the language development of  
preschool children at TK PGRI 116 Bangetayu 
Wetan. Wulandari and Earth (2018) also found 
a significant relationship between knowledge and 
parents’ role with good hygiene and health prac-
tices.

CONCLUSION

Indonesia is an archipelagic country with 
many cultural diversities to preserve. One way is 
by introducing the various Indonesian cultures to 
children from an early age by introducing the cul-
ture of  their parents’ area of    origin. Parents intro-
duce traditional food by cooking and presenting 
the dishes to be eaten with the family, introducing 
folk songs with the children through a mobile 
phone or using YouTube, and introducing games 
by watching video games from YouTube. The Vil-
lage of  Literacy supports the implementation ofs 
socio-cultural functions in introducing local cul-
ture by providing reading books that are placed in 
reading boxes to increase parents’ knowledge and 
understanding of  their local culture and introdu-
ce them to their children.
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